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City at the elbow: Where the great river veers 
sharply east, near the heart of the contiguous 48 
states, the skyscrapers of Kansas City, Missouri, 
crown the bluffs. Largest metropolis on the Mis 

suri, with more than a million people, the vast 
urban area spills across the state line into Kansas 
City, Kansas, which is bisected by the Kansas 
River, foreground. Funneling trade from the Mis- 
souri Basin and beyond, “K. C.” relishes its role 
a> a commercial and historic portal to the West. 

At Christmastime, multicolored lights trace 4 . 
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